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from a particular place emerged from the detailed analysis of the
Welsh migration. Nearly half the 1,200 Welsh 'foreigners' in Oxford
came from the following six Employment Exchange districts
(Table n).
TABLE  II
Migration from selected Welsh districts

District 
Number of emigrants 
Maesteg .
Cardiff    .
Bargoed .
Ferndale .
Newport
Treorchy 




2'5
73
69
66
59
5* 
Total 	 
534 
The greater part (150, i.e. one-sixth of all Welsh 'foreigners' in
Oxford) of the immigration from the Maesteg district was from
Pontycymmer, a small mining village. It was thought that it would
be worth while to investigate the reasons for this striking concentra-
tion, and inquiries were therefore made of social and survey workers
in South Wales. The evidence collected supports the view that
information obtained through friends and relations is a potent factor
influencing the destination of migrants. The flow from Ponty-
cymmer to Oxford appears to have started in 1926 when a few men
made the journey, found employment, and subsequently heard of
jobs in their new home for their friends or members of their families.
Since then Oxford has attracted a large percentage of the people
leaving Pontycymmer in search of work. In the period 1930-6
(November), out of 1,841 people whose unemployment insurance
books were transferred from the Employment Exchange at Ponty-
cymmer to another exchange, 270, or 15 per cent., went to Oxford,
and it was stated by local observers that the percentage in earlier years
was still higher, probably about 25 percent. Since only 150 people
from Pontycymmer were found among the 'foreigners' in Oxford
in 1936, a good proportion of the immigrants from Pontycymmer
must have either returned home (but apparently only a few did this) or
moved on to seek work in another town, probably in London or in
one of the new industrial centres in the south and south midlands.
Pontycymmer provides the most remarkable instance (outside the
districts round the Survey Area) of a large batch of migrants coming
to Oxford from a small town or district. Even a place like Ferndale
In Glamorganshire, which contributed quite a fair number of the

